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WEEK THIRTY

Decorate for Independence Day
On July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted by America’s 13 Colonies 

officially severing ties with Great Britain. This document explained why the 13 Colonies 
regarded themselves as thirteen independent states and would no longer be under British 
rule. With the Declaration, these new states took the first step toward forming the United 

States of America. The Declaration of Independence was drafted by Thomas Jefferson who 
became our 3rd president. 

Each year on July 4th, also known as Independence Day, we take the day to celebrate 
our country’s freedom. Our flag plays a large role in showing pride in our nation and the 
celebration of our freedoms. Celebrations typically include parades, fireworks displays, 

musical performances and family picnics. To help show your pride in our country, this week’s 
project has us making a United States flag decoration using corks.

Above: Declaration of 
Independence, oil on canvas 
by John Trumbull, 1818, for the 
rotunda of the United States 
Capitol in Washington, D.C.

Right: Fireworks over the Casino 
and the USC Marching Band who 
typically leads Avalon’s 4th of July 
golf cart parade. 



Instructions:

Supplies: 
corks, glue, paint, paintbrush and cardboard for base

Step 1 and 2: 
Layout your supplies. Spread a generous 
amount of glue on to your cardboard. 

Place corks in rows on the cardboard. Try 
to keep corks close together and fill the full 
piece of cardboard. 

Place a book on top of the corks to keep 
them in place and let dry completely. The 
weight will help the glue and the corks 
stay connected. 

Step 3 and 4: 
Paint the 6 corks in the top left blue. 
Don’t forget to paint the sides.

Then paint every other row of corks red.   
Be sure to paint the edges but be careful 
not to get paint on the other rows. Let the 
paint dry.

If you want to hang it, add a ribbon or 
string to the back cardboard. 
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For more projects: 
CatalinaMuseum.org/education
Questions? Contact us via email 
at info@catalinamuseum.org 
or call 310-510-4650

Catalina Island Museum

CatalinaMuseum.org/art-to-go 
to download instructions for 
previous kits

Email a photo of your 
finished artwork to 
info@catalinauseum.org or 
post a photo on social media 
for a chance to win this prize. 

Be sure to tag 
@catalinamuseum and use 
the hashtag #arttogocatalina

RAFFLE PRIZE: 
You could win this 
Felt Message Board!


