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Paint a Suncatcher
A suncatcher (or light catcher) is a small reflective and/or iridescent ornament. It may 

include glass or mother-of pearl pieces and be hung indoors near a window to “catch” 
sunlight. Some designs are simple and abstract with perhaps some mobile-like chained 
elements and many designs combine suncatchers with wind chimes. It is believed that 

suncatchers were first made by the Southwestern Native-Americans. 
For this week’s project, you’ll be painting your own suncatcher. Paint it any way you choose.  
Be creative. With this paint you need to have a wet brush to paint the sun catchers. You will 

be using watercolors. Last week we gave you acrylic paints for your treasure chest. 

Supplies: suncatchers and paints



For more projects: CatalinaMuseum.org/education
Questions? Contact us via email at info@catalinamuseum.org or call 310-510-4650

Catalina Island Museum

CatalinaMuseum.org/art-to-go to download instructions for previous kits

Email a photo of your finished artwork to 
info@catalinauseum.org or post a photo on 
social media for a chance to win this prize. 
Be sure to tag @catalinamuseum and use 
the hashtag #arttogocatalina

RAFFLE PRIZE: You could win this buffalo keychain!

Here are the key differences between oil, acrylic and watercolor paints – three very different 
mediums that can be used in a number of ways and applications. These three types of paint 
are considered the most commonly used, and are very different to one another – but at a 
base level they contain one key element which is pigment!

All paint starts with pigment, a substance used for coloring or painting, especially a dry 
powder, which when mixed with oil, water, or another medium constitutes a paint or ink. So 
put simply the main difference between paints is the element that holds the otherwise dry 
pigment together and gives your paints body or flow.

With oil paints, the pigment is suspended 
in oil, most commonly linseed oil. The oil is 
what extends the drying time of oil paints 
allowing the artist to have plenty of time to 
blend on the canvas. In fact, oil paints can 
take years to completely dry! Also, due to 
the presence of oil in paint they need to be 
thinned with a solvent such as mineral oil.
                                                                                    
Acrylic paint is a water based plastic 
polymer resin. This is why acrylic paints dry 
quickly and can be thinned and cleaned 
up with water. It is popular among artists 
who like to work quickly! 

Watercolor pigments are suspended in gum 
arabic, they are the only type of paint that 
can be lifted (or removed) after they are 
dry. Watercolors are generally applied in 
layers of transparency building tone and 
depth to paper. Watercolor paints also 
come in the form of a hard pan, or block 
which makes them great for travelling.


