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WEEK TWENTY-EIGHT

Make Your Own Keychain
Summer has come to Catalina Island and that means visitors traveling from around the 

country. Many of these visitors will buy a memento to take home with them. A memento is an 
object kept as a reminder or souvenir of a person, place or event. Keychains are common 
mementos. This week, we are making our own keychain. You may choose to keep it or to 

give it to a family member or friend as a gift. 

Did you know keychains go all the way back to 1700 BC? The Metropolitan Museum of Art in 
New York has an ancient Egyptian piece featuring a hedgehog on a string. It is thought to 
be an early version of a keychain. One of the first souvenir keychains appeared in 1893 for 

the Chicago World’s Fair. During World War II, soldiers carried a shamrock on their keychains 
for good luck. Since that time, there seems to be a keychain for everything from weddings to 
travel destinations to commemorating sports victories like winning the World Series and more. 

Do you have any souvenir keychains?

Egyptian hedgehog on a string; Metropolitan Museum of Art One of the first souvenir 
keychains

Shamrock for keychain during WWII



Instructions:

Supplies: 
Beads, yarn, keyring

For more projects: CatalinaMuseum.org/education
Questions? Contact us via email at info@catalinamuseum.org or call 310-510-4650

Catalina Island Museum

Visit CatalinaMuseum.org/art-to-go to download instructions for previous kits

Email a photo of your finished artwork to 
info@catalinauseum.org or post a photo on 
social media for a chance to win this prize. 
Be sure to tag @catalinamuseum and use the 
hashtag #arttogocatalina

RAFFLE PRIZE: 
You could win this bison keychain!

Place your supplies on a table or flat surface. In your kit 
you have assorted beads to thread onto your yarn.

First, loop your yarn and pull it through the keyring. Then 
place the ends of the yarn through the loop again to 
secure it to your keyring. 

Next, thread your beads onto the yarn. You can thread 
them on one by one and tie a knot after each bead, or 
thread them on all at once next to each other and then 
tie a knot or two at the end of your yarn to make it secure, 
do a mix of these techniques. It is up to you!


