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WEEK TWENTY-THREE

Make Your Own Decorative Hand Fan
May is the month of various celebrations like May Day, Cinco de Mayo, Mother’s Day, 

graduations and Memorial Day. These celebrations provide many opportunites to use a 
handheld fan to keep cool. For this week’s project, we’ll be learning about the history of fans 

and creating one of our own using part of a paper plate and some colorful string. 

Did you know some of the earliest fans were used 3,000 years ago?!? In Greece and Italy, 
fans were used as cooling and ceremonial devices. In China, they associate the fan with 

ancient mythical and historical characters.

There are 2 main types of fans: fixed and folded. Fixed fans are made with a stiff paper or 
even feathers and do not have a folding mechanism. That is the type of fan we are making 

today. Folded fans open and close (or fold up) from the handle making them easier to 
transport. All fans vary in size, shape and the materials used to make them. 

At one point fans were regarded as a status symbol reserved for royals and the very rich. 
These fans were often made from materials such as ivory, mother of pearl and tortoiseshell 
and decorated with silver, gold and precious stones. Over time, the manufacturing of fans 
became more common and that led to them being available to a much wider audience. 

Today, you can choose from machine printed fans to elaborately hand carved ones.



Step 1: 
Color your fan on both sides.  
Make it as colorful as you like. 

Step 2: 
Starting in the back center at 
the top of the set of 4 holes, 
loop the string through to the 
front and cross into the bottom 
holes to tie the wooden stick to 
the plate.

Tip: Use a few drops of glue to 
help the stick stay in place. 

Step by Step Instructions:

Supplies: 
Hole-punched and cut paper plate, wooden stick, crayons and colored string

You may also use crayons, colored pencils or markers you have at home.

Step 3: 
Tie your string in a knot in the front right 
below the paper, then turn it over and 
knot in the back. Keep going back and 
forth until all yarn is done. 

For more projects: CatalinaMuseum.org/education
Questions? Contact us via email at info@catalinamuseum.org or call 310-510-4650
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Visit CatalinaMuseum.org/art-to-go to download instructions for previous kits

Email a photo of your finished artwork to 
info@catalinauseum.org or post a photo on social 
media for a chance to win this prize. Be sure to tag 
@catalinamuseum and use the hashtag #arttogocatalina

RAFFLE PRIZE: 
You could win this authentic Korean folding hand fan!

Step 4: 
Take 2 colors of yarn and cut in equal pieces for 
the bottom 3 holes on each side. Fold each piece 
of string in half and pull through the hole and pull 
the ends of the yarn through loop to tighten.  
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