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WEEK FIFTEEN

Make a Taxidermy Fish
March is Women’s History Month and we are celebrating women who have made history on 
Catalina Island. This week we are creating a taxidermy fish. Taxidermy is the art of preserving 

a dead animal’s body so it looks lifelike. 

In 1924, Emily Parker took over taxidermy services on Catalina—becoming one of the few 
female taxidermists at the time. In the postcard image above Mrs. Parker is also called a 

fish-curator. A curator is a person who takes care of all of the things in a museum or another 
type of collection. Mrs. Parker took care of a collection of Cataina’s taxidermy fish. She also 
made them for fishermen on Catalina Isalnd. Previously, she had assisted her husband with 
the business and learned many of the techniques and recipes for the preservation formulas 

from him. Working from their home and office in Parker Court, between Metropole and 
Sumner Avenue, they also established the first library on the island and were the originators 
of the Catalina Community Christmas Tree. Some of the fish she mounted are still on display 

at the Tuna Club!



Step 1: 
Locate the opening

Step 3: 
Fill funnel with beans and let them 
slide into the 
fish a little bit 
at a time until 
the fish is full.

Step 4: 
Hold the opening closed 
with one hand and push 
the beans around so that 
they evenly fill out the fish.

Step 6: 
Use your paint 
and paintbrush 
and paint the 
inside of the 
opening where 
you put on the 
beans.

Step 2: 
Fit funnel inside

Step 5: 
Place the fish on 
a plate.

Step by Step Instructions:

Supplies:
Fabric fish, bag of beans, paper funnel, googley-eye, paint, paint brush, paper plate and 

paper towel for keeping your hands clean
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Email a photo of your finished artwork to 
info@catalinamuseum.org or post a photo 
on social media for a chance to win this 
prize. Be sure to tag @catalinamuseum 
and use the hashtag #arttogocatalina

RAFFLE PRIZE
You could win this Mini Octopus 
Hug Ems Plush!

Step 7: 
Fold the opening, 
when the paint 
dries, it will keep 
opening closed so 
the beans don’t spill 
out. Use the paper 
towel to wipe the 
paint off of your 
hands. Careful paint 
can stain fabric, 
clothes and your 
furniture.

Step 8: 
Next paint one side 
of your fish.

Step 9: 
Peel the paper backing from your Googley eye 
and place it on your fish.

Step 10: 
Let your fish dry for several hours. You can 
paint the other side or use a marker to add 
more details. 
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For more projects: CatalinaMuseum.org/education
Questions? Contact us via email at info@catalinamuseum.org or call 310-510-4650

Catalina Island Museum

Visit CatalinaMuseum.org/art-to-go to download instructions for previous kits

More about Taxidermy and Mrs. Parker

Because taxidermy means making a sculpture out of an animal, it is sometimes considered 
art and it is sometimes considered science. It is a difficult process that requires many skills: 

sculpting, sewing, painting, woodworking and more.

Why do people make taxidermy animals?

Natural History museums use taxidermy animals to show and teach what animals look like. 
This was especially important before people had movies, television and the internet. Hunters 
and fisherman pay taxidermists to make the animal or fish they killed into a lasting sculpture 

as a memory of their hunting or fishing experience. 

Mrs. Parker’s workshop was really stinky!

Fish are the most difficult animals to taxidermy. They taxidermist has to fill the fish with 
chemicals and then let the fish slowly dry out. Once the fish is dried out, a glass eye is put into 
the socket. The fish are painted so that they stay colorful, dried fish skin turns brown and icky. 
Then the fish are hung on the wall. You can find taxidermy fish all over Avalon in local stores 

and restaurants, and maybe even in some homes.


